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Save the Date! 
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Founders Day 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 
10 a.m. Ringing of the O ld Main Bell, 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Historical displays 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
1 p.m. Founders Day Convocation featuring keynote 
speal{er Ray Kurzweil, Braden Auditorium, 
Bone Student Center 
Booksigning will follow at Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore, Bone Student Center 
3:30 p.m. Founders Day reception, Brown Ballroom, 
Bone Student Center 
If you have questions, or need a special 
accommodation for these events, please 
call (309) 438-8790. 
President Al Bowman 
requests the honor of your presence 
at a private luncheon 
honoring current and alumni Old Main Bell Ringers, 
and the Founders Day Convocation, an observance of 
the 150th anniversary of the University's founding and 
the kickoff of the yearlong celebration. 
IO a. m. 
u:15 a.m. 
CJ (It/ 1'ccJ1fc1v1/a I 
~~d,tnBdlCmmony I ~{toil' 
Private Old Main Bell Ceremony Luncheon (I '2,/ 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
I p.m. Founders Day Convocation/i5oth Kickoff 
Keynote address: David McCullough 
Braden Auditorium, Bone Student Center 
Founders Day/i5oth Kickoff Reception 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
A complete schedule of Founders Day activities is enclosed. 
Please reply by returning the enclosed response card no later than Monday, January 22, 2007. 
If you need an accommodation to participate in these events, please call (309) 438-8790. 
Please allow sufficient time to arrange the accommodation. 
An equal opportunity/affirmative action university encourag ing diversity 
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Looking back ... 
Lase February, Illinois State University began its Sesquicentennial 
celebration when author and historian David McCullough took the 
Braden Auditorium stage during the Founders Day Convocation. On 
Februa1y 14, we will draw the curtain on our 150th year when futurist 
Ray Kurzweil addresses the Convocation audience. Please consider this 
my personal invitation for you to attend the culminating event of our 
Sesquicentennial. 
I also want to thank you for participating in IUinois Stace's yearlong 
series of educational, cultural, social and athletic events. Our speakers 
series brought thousands of people to campus, reaching well beyond 
our University and local commw1ity, to attract visitors from throughout 
the stare and even surrounding stares. 
We created new partnerships with organizations like the Illinois Scace 
Historical Society and strengthened relationships within the Twin Cities 
and McLean County. We released one Sesquicentennial book, a picto-
rial history, and got a preview of a historical text being written by one 
of our own distinguished professors. Homecoming 2007 was like no 
ocher, as we welcomed a footbal l stadium full of alumni and friends 
and celebrated into the night with a red-tie gala, an event char raised 
more than $50,000 for student scholarships. 
Perhaps most significantly, as we reflected on our heritage, we also 
planned our future by working together co create the next version of 
Educating Illinois, our collective vision for the future of Illinois' first 
public university. 
I hope you have enjoyed our celebration. And although our 
Sesquicentennial officially concludes on February 14, I hope you will 
continue co be an engaged participant in everything chat Illinois Scace 
Un iversity has co offer. 
Al Bowman 
President, Illinois Scace University 
Founders Day 2008 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 
Ti1e Illinois State University Board ofTrusrees and 
Pres ident Al Bowman invite you to the observance of the 
University's founding and the conclusion of the yearlong 
150th anniversary celebration . 
10 a.m. 
Old Main BeLL Ringing 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
"Tradition" is the word for this special ceremony. The 
Old Main Bell Ringing will tal,e place inside the Brown 
Ballroom where it is nice and warm. "151 " bell ringers 
will tal,e center stage for this traditional bell ring. 
11 a.m. - 12:30 pm 
Old Main BeLL Ringing Reception immediate91 fo LLowing 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Employee Recognition Private Reception 
Large Prairie Room, Bone Student Center 
Employees with 10 to 30 years of service 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Historical Displays 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
12:30 p.m. 
Processional Lineup 
Faculty - Circus Room 
Platform - Old Main Room 
Tean1 Excellence and Students - Founders Suire 
Distinguished Professor - C ircus Room 
Retirees - Circus Room 
1 p.m. 
Founders Dayll 50th Sesquicentennial 
Conclusion Convocation 
Braden Auditorium 
Featured Keynote Speaker 
Ray Kurzweil , author, inventor and futurist 
"The Acceleration ofTechnology in the 2 1st Century: 
The Impact on Business, The Economy, and Society" 
Join us for presentations of some of the highes t awards be-
stowed from Illinois State University, such as Distinguished 
Professor, Outstanding Teacher and Researcher, Service 
Initiative, NP and Civil Service Distinguished Service, 
Team Excellence, Herb Sanders, Neil Gan1sky and many 
others. 
3:30 p.m. 
Founders J)ay!J50th Se,_quicentenniaL Conclusion 
Convocation Reception 
Brown Ballroom, Bone Student Center 
3:30 p.m 
Ray KurzweiL book signing 
Barnes & Noble University Bookstore, Bone Student 
Center 
6p.m. 
Alumni Awards Dinner 
Old Main Room, Bone Student Center 
$25 per person. Contact Alumni Relations at (309) 
438-2586 to register. 
Featured keynote speaker 
Ray Kurzweil 
Inventor, entrepreneur, author and futurist, 
Ray Kurzweil has been called "the restless 
genius" by the Wall Street Journal. Highly 
regarded as one of the leading inventors 
of our t ime, he developed the flatbed 
scanner, electric piano and vocabulary 
speech recognit ion software. He believes 
in 20 years, computers will surpass humans in intell igence. 
Kurzweil has written f ive books and hundreds of articles. In the 
year 2001, there were over 200 articles by or about the inventor in 
leading publications, including most major national magazines. His 
first book, The Age of Intelligent Machines, was named Best Com-
puter Science Book of 1990. This book, written in the late 1980s, 
has been acclaimed for its remarkably accurate predictions about 
the 1990s and early 2000 years. 
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